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Chapter 4: Building the Selected Set 

Client-Server Application 
Before the user can view, edit, or report on the data in the NASIS database, the user must 
deliberately select a group of records from the permanent database (server) and add them into 
the local database stored on their personal computer (client).  The user will then query the local 
database to place that group of records into temporary edit tables, commonly referred to as the 
“selected set”.  
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Figure 4-1: The new Client/Server concept includes three “databases” 
 
 
When NASIS is started for the first time, the “Local database” and the “selected set” are empty. 
Data must be queried and retrieved from the national database to populate the client’s local 
database. 
 
NOTE: When the database is initialized, there are many tables that are populated on each 
client.  The initial data includes all Area Types, Queries, Reports, Interpretations, 
Calculations/Validations and the NASIS Site tables.   
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The empty Local Database can be verified by: 
Select the menu option “NASIS” and select “Setup Local Database”.   This command 
allows the user to view the data contained in the Local Database.  It will open the Local 
Database Setup allowing the user to view the data that resides in the local database. 
The parent tables within each database object are displayed.  These tables will be empty 
when NASIS is first opened or if the Local Database has been cleared.   
 

 

The empty selected set can be verified by: 
Since no data is contained in the Local Database, it only makes sense that no data 
appears in the Selected Set.  However, to verify:  Select “Tables” in the Explorer Panel 
and then select a table.  Using the Tables Explorer menu, (or the right click menu) select 
“Open” to open the Legend table in the Editor Panel.  The table that will appear in the 
Editor Panel will be empty.  
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Queries Explorer 
The Queries Explorer manages queries.  Before any work can begin in NASIS 6, data must be 
retrieved from the national database to populate the local database.  Data must then be loaded 
from the local database into the selected set. The primary method of population is to run a 
query, as shown below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4-2. Process of Editing and Saving Data 
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The NASIS Queries Explorer provides the user the ability to create or run Structured Query 
Language scripts to load data from either the national database or the local database.  The 
NASIS Site is opened by clicking on the plus sign to the left of site name. The Queries Explorer 
is organized by NASIS Sites.  Opening this “tree” provides access to those queries written by 
the members of that particular site.   

 
The addition of the “Favorites” folder 
provides the user the ability to sift 
through all the queries in any NASIS 
site and to add preferred queries to the 
users’ “Favorites” list. 
 
The Queries Explorer allows the user 
to filter the queries based on those 
reports that are set “Ready for Use” 
(thumbs up or not ready to use: 
“thumbs down”) or those queries the 
user has “Checked Out” (the CCOO in the 
upper left corner of the report name – 
see Area/Lmapunit/ 
Mapunit/Datamapunit …). 
 
The Queries Explorer allows the user 
create and edit queries.  It is also used 
to run a query either Against the 
National Database (to populate the 
local database) or Against the Local 
Database (to build the selected set).  
The right click menu provides the same 

tools to check out the query, delete or undelete, discard changes, Check edits In, Run Against 
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Local Database or Run Against National Database, to view information on the query object, or 
to add or remove the query to/from the favorites.  These same menu functions are available on 
the Queries Explorer menu. 

Selected Set Process Steps 
The process steps to build a selected set are: 
 

1. Identify an appropriate query from the “Queries Explorer Panel”.   
 

2. The query will be run using the menu option “Run Against the National Database”.  
 

3. Only one Target Table is allowed on a national “run”, therefore choose the highest 
level table as the Target Table.  When a query is “Run Against National Database” 
the query will download all data linked to that Target Table.  This will be explained in 
more detail later in this document. 
 

4. The “Setup Local Database” screen will appear.  All queried data will be assigned the 
Location” of “National”.  The user will make the decision to “Accept”, “Cancel” or 
“Clear Local Database”.  If the user chooses “Accept” then the data will be 
downloaded and populate the Local Database.  Likewise, the user can choose to 
“Cancel” the query.  The “Clear Local Database” function is used to clear the local 
database of previously stored data. 
 

5. Upon selection of “Accept”, the local database is populated.   
 

6. To populate the “Selected set”, identify an appropriate query from the “Queries 
Explorer Panel”. 
 

7. Run the query using the menu option “Run Against Local Database”. 
 

8. Target Tables can be assigned to filter for the appropriate data to populate the 
selected set. 
 

9. Using the “Tables Explorer Panel”, open the appropriate table to view the data 
within the “selected set”. 
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